THE STUDENT
bird after bird carefully in his sisters' hands. They
begged him to give them one, but for a long time he
was not to be persuaded, fearing they might neglect it.
Finally, however, he parted with one of his pets, giving
many injunctions regarding its care. The little girls
meant well, but one night left the pigeon out in a storm,
and in the morning it was found dead. As a very old
woman Charlotte remembered this childhood tragedy
and Maximilien's bitter tears.
Little more is known about his childhood in Arras.
Charlotte, in her memoirs, makes him out a model
child; others, not unprejudiced, picture him as sullen,
domineering and impatient of criticism. Later, when he
was at school in Paris, a woman from Arras, whose son
attended the same institution, wrote to the principal
that she did not want her boy to associate with Robes-
pierre, which may have been due to the latter's icono-
clastic turn of mind.
There was in Arras a great abbey, called the Abbey
of St. Waast. It was a city within a city, huge, walled,
turreted, medieval. The abbot was a great lord, with
more power than the bishop, and lived in a palace
within the abbey walls.
In the beginning of the i4th century, an abbot of St.
Waast, Nicholas le Caudrelier, had founded and en-
dowed in Paris the College of Arras. About the middle
of the 18th century, it became a part of the College of
Louis-le-Grand, one of the most important colleges of
the great Paris University. The abbot of St. Waast had,
however, the disposal of four scholarships, or "purses",
entitling the holder to complete maintenance at the
college until the termination of his studies. Through
the good offices of one Aym£, canon of the cathedral,
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